
Change CHOC, Change the World

The Children and Families of Orange County 
Have Something to Sing About

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage

PAID
La Mirada, CA
Permit No. 20

455 S. Main Street, Orange, CA 92868-3874

CHOC_Newsletter_FINAL_Revised.indd  12 9/21/11  2:53 PM

$30 million gift accelerates transformational change transformational change transformational

Sometimes there’s a compelling and profound
sense of humility in the quiet advocate for
children. CHOC Children’s came to understand
this when it received a $30 million estate gift—
the largest gift in the hospital’s history—from
a private, compassionate philanthropist whose
ideals matched CHOC’s mission to improve the
lives of children locally, nationally, and globally
for generations to come.

 The gentleman was
former investment banker
Robert L. Tidwell, who lived
modestly in Garden Grove,
California, and gave extraor-
dinarily to drive the growth
of a children’s hospital. With
his transformative gift, CHOC
is now more than 80 percent
of the way toward meeting
the goal of its $125 million
“Change CHOC, Change the World”
campaign, a major fundraising effort
that will help CHOC evolve from a regional
pediatric care center into one of the nation's
leading children’s hospitals.

 Mr. Tidwell’s gift will be balanced between
helping build the new tower and future program
growth and development: $15 million will sup-
port CHOC’s master campus plan, and the re-
maining $15 million will be set aside to support
the advancement of pediatric medicine through
clinical program development.

 CHOC will name the surgery center in the
new patient care tower in Mr. Tidwell’s honor.

 “Mr. Tidwell will forever be remembered
at CHOC Children’s for his deep desire to help
children. His generous support for this invalu-

able local asset will help make Orange County
one of the safest communities for children in the
nation,” says Sandy Segerstrom Daniels, honor-
ary chair of the “Change CHOC, Change the
World” campaign.

 Mr. Tidwell, who was born in Amarillo,
Texas, and raised in Southern California, first
made contact with CHOC in 2004 when he called

to donate a computer. Tidwell was
impressed with how easy CHOC
made the process for him. The
avid fisherman, diver, and traveler
said he found confidence in the
idea that if an organization could
pick up his computer and treat
him correctly, then they could also
use his estate correctly. Further
correspondences led to a tour of
the hospital, during which Mr.
Tidwell became visibly moved sev-

eral times, especially when he recalled his own
childhood illness that had landed him in
a local hospital. At some point after the tour,
Mr. Tidwell said he wanted his money to help
children, and he decided to leave his entire
estate to CHOC.

 “CHOC made a strong connection with Mr.
Tidwell, and their treatment of children reso-
nated with him,” says Doug Corbin, the senior
gift-planning advisor at CHOC.

 The message here, Corbin says, is there is no
one type of person that makes a gift of this size.
When a donor’s values match those of the orga-
nization, the donor expresses it in a way that is
meaningful and personal to them. This gift helps
to provide the resources CHOC needs to fulfill its
mission far into the future.”

CHOC Receives Largest  
Gift In Its History

Robert L. Tidwell

The “Change CHOC, 
Change the World” 
Campaign: A Primer
To meet CHOC Children’s social respon- 
sibility to Orange County’s children and 
families, it must perform in the ranks  
of our nation's premier children’s hospitals.  
To do this, CHOC has launched a campaign 
comprised of three strategic initiatives. 

Build a state-of-the-art facility:  
The new tower, which will open in spring 
2013, will enable CHOC to grow well into  
the future and bring peace of mind and  
hope to children and families.

Build a significant endowment:  
Endowments fund the talent and the  
environment in which innovation thrives  
by attracting top pediatric subspecialty  
doctors and driving game-changing  
research and clinical breakthroughs.

Build an  affiliation with an  
academic medical school:  
CHOC’s robust and multifaceted affiliation 
with University of California, Irvine 
integrates comprehensive clinical care 
with leading-edge research and world-
class teaching programs to improve the 
region’s pediatric care.
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CHOC Children’s
Patient-Care
Tower onTower onTower  Target
to Open
Spring 2013

Construction of CHOC Children's new seven-
story hospital tower, designed to provide
a flexible platform to serve this region now
and into the future, stands more than 70
percent complete. The state-of-the-art facil-
ity enables CHOC to take its place among
our nation’s premier children’s hospitals
with the ability to advance the research and
practice of pediatric of pediatric of  medicine.

 When officially open in April 2013, the
tower will add 425,000 square feet and up to
142 additional inpatient beds in future phases
as part of an effort to boost the capacity and
services of the top twenty busiest children’s
hospital in the U.S. The tower will also fea-
ture dedicated pediatric surgery suites, ra-
diology and laboratory facilities, and a new
emergency center.

 The new tower’s design is flexible enough
to adapt to new technologies, new methods of
care, and new treatments as they evolve and
develop. The 100,000 square feet of “shelled
spaces” were intentionally included in the
tower’s design so that, in time, they can ac-
commodate and be outfitted with the most
up-to-date technologies.

 At this point in the construction, the
structural steel has been erected and the con-
crete slab has been poured on the metal decks.
The primary design elements to enclose and
weatherproof the building—the glass, exterior
metal panels, and stucco—as well as the wa-
ter, gas, plumbing, electrical, and mechanical
systems are near completion. Installation of

medical equipment, information technol-
ogy, furniture, and exterior landscaping
are scheduled to begin in late 2011. After
substantial completion of construction in
Fall 2012, the next six months will be spent
orienting and training the hospital staff,
as well as partnering with state and federal
agencies to license the tower’s programs
and services.

 The tower’s impressive appearance
and functionality are made possible by the
exacting standards used to plan, design, and
build it: In 2008, CHOC was one of the early
adopters of 3D modeling software that takes
the blueprints and “builds” them in three-
dimensional space to better coordinate the
systems, and minimize conflicts and delays
between contractors and teams during in-
stallation, says Waldo Romero, CHOC’s vice
president of design, facilities and construc-
tion. “The software has since become almost
fundamentally a requirement for major
construction projects,” says Romero.

 While the construction techniques are
painstakingly precise, the tower has been
planned and built from the ground up with
children in mind, says Romero. “Everything
was designed to give children and families
the most supportive and safest care avail-
able.” That includes using vibrant colors
and patterns for each floor, and soothing
interactive media in public spaces and play
areas, all to create an ambience that will help
alleviate a child’s fear of fear of fear  being in a hospital.

CHOC Children's new, state-of-the-art tower, at about 70 percent complete, August 2011.
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Once the patient-care tower is tower is tower  finished,
how do you bring it to life?

Building the Tower
from the Inside Out

CHOC Children’s new patient-care tower strikes
an impressive form with its massive footprint
and wonderfully playful color scheme. The physi-
cal presence of the building, however, is only half
the story. The building will spring to life by what
gets put into it.

 According to Debra Mathias, CHOC’s execu-
tive vice president and chief operating chief operating chief  officer, operating officer, operating  this
tower willtower willtower  become will become will  fully become fully become  alive fully alive fully  only alive only alive  when only when only  it when it when  is it is it  teeming
with a unique combination of talented people,
innovative technology, and child-focused services—
all coming together coming together coming  to together to together  make Orange County one County one County
of theof theof  safest places for children for children for  in the nation.

 While the tower is being erected from the
ground up, behind the scenes there are scores of
people and numerous teams working in tandem
to build the tower from the inside out. Such a
multifaceted approach is essential when build-
ing comprehensive services geared to a specific
population: children and their families.

 CHOC’s transition and activation plan for
the new tower is a road map to operationalize
the tower before it opens in Spring 2013. This
multiyear strategymultiyear strategymultiyear  aims to create an optimal plan
for operating every department, program, service,
and piece of equipment in the tower. The transi-
tion and activation plan also addresses how to
effectively combine the new tower, and all that
it holds inside, with the existing facility so they
function together effectively and seamlessly. The
plan’s number one goal: to assure and maintain
the safety of CHOC’s precious patients and their
families. And that’s why starting in Fall 2012,
when the construction is substantially complete,
there will be training drills with mock patients
and months of orientations to perfect the pro-
cesses prior to the tower’s public debut.

 “All of those workflow plans have to work
together and integrate with all the existing
departments,” says Mathias. “We’ll have to an-
swer things like, ‘Is there going be a respiratory

therapist in the OR?’ No, because those kids are
all under anesthesia. ‘Are there going to be two
respiratory therapists in the emergency depart-
ment?’ Of course–24/7. Kids get respiratory prob-
lems all the time. The complexity of developing
new programsnew programsnew  and services and services and  at the level that level that level  we’re
doing takesdoing takesdoing  thousands of work of work of  hours work hours work  and hundreds and hundreds and
of peopleof peopleof  with expertise with expertise with  in taking in taking in  care taking care taking  of kids.” of kids.” of

 While the idea of a transition plan may not
be exclusive to CHOC—many organizations
undergoing major transformations major transformations major  utilize such
plans—what is unique is that CHOC is not only
opening a new building but activating new
services. Since CHOC opened more than forty
years ago, it has been sharing operating rooms,
emergency, laboratory, pathology, imaging, and
radiology services with neighboring St. Joseph
Hospital. All of these vital services will now be
in the new tower, allowing CHOC to operate in-
dependently for the first time. CHOC must build
and control these core services and the continu-
ous learning they enable in order to make the
leap to world-class and to recruit the caliber of
medical talent required to sustain it.

 With the added services and increasing
capacity to serve patients comes a need to hire
hundreds of new staff. CHOC will hire more
than 300 associates to work in the new and cur-
rently existing departments—everything from
housekeeping, dietary, and environmental to so-
cial services and information technology. “Why
so many new people? Because CHOC is doubling
its services,” says Mathias. “Every department
will grow to accommodate the new volume and
the new staff, supporting the idea of CHOC
becoming totally independent.”

 “CHOC is one of only forty-four free-
standing children’s hospitals in the U.S. Having
a new, fully integrated children’s hospital is
critical. That’s the core story for me, and that
is where we are going,” says Mathias.

3

      Unlike adult hospitals, the furniture, 
hardware, and technology are kid-sized and 
equipped for children and their unique 
needs. Doing so adds to the safety that per-
vades all aspects of the tower. The layouts of 
all patient rooms are identical, with the beds 
and sinks in the same positions to elimi-
nate errors and avoid confusion with staff. 
Although this increased construction cost, it 
added a layer of patient safety through stan-
dardization, a practice used in aeronautics 
and other industries. 
      “The new tower represents the future and 
will serve our pediatric healthcare needs for 
a very long time. For me, it’s not just another 
hospital; it’s the right hospital in the right 
community at the right time.” says Romero.
      

Designed-In Safety: All patient All patient All  rooms in the new
CHOC tower have identical layouts identical layouts identical  to enhance
staff efficiency and help eliminate errors.

Waldo Romero, CHOC’s vice president Facilities, Design and Construction, left, and Debra Mathias,
CHOC executive vice president and chief operating officer
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Gift will fund will fund will  development of a
new approach to treating pediatric
cancer atcancer atcancer  CHOC

Hyundai Gives
$10 Million to
Drive Customized
Cancer ResearchCancer ResearchCancer

When two major advocates major advocates major  for children for children for  unite to
push forward a cause, great things can happen.
This is precisely what precisely what precisely  occurred when occurred when occurred  CHOC when CHOC when  Chil-
dren’s received a $10 million gift from Hyundai
Motor AmericaMotor AmericaMotor  and its nonprofit arm, Hope on
Wheels, to fund leading-edge fund leading-edge fund  pediatric cancer re- cancer re- cancer
search thatsearch thatsearch  utilizes the latest advances in genomic in genomic in
medicine. The gift, which is which is which  the largest corporate
donation everdonation everdonation  received ever received ever  by received by received  CHOC, by CHOC, by  will help provide
children whochildren whochildren  are suffering from suffering from suffering  cancer from cancer from  with cancer with cancer  more with more with
effective and personalized treatment.

 “For more “For more “For  than a decade, we have been stalled
at curing 80 curing 80 curing  percent of pediatric of pediatric of  cancer in cancer in cancer  the in the in  U.S.,
and thatand thatand  means 20 percent are not cured. So what
do we do for the for the for  20 percent for whom for whom for  standard
therapy stops working?” says Leonard Sender,
MD, CHOC’s medical director of the Cancer
Institute, who was instrumental in building the
relationship with Hyundai with Hyundai with  that lead to lead to lead  the unprec-
edented gift.edented gift.edented  Sender will Sender will Sender  direct will direct will  the new initiative. new initiative. new
“The strategy used in this concept is to find and
deliver the right medicine to the right patient,
informed byinformed byinformed  detailed by detailed by  molecular detailed molecular detailed  genomic molecular genomic molecular  investiga-
tion oftion oftion  an of an of  individual an individual an  patient’s individual patient’s individual  tumor,” says Sender.

 “We’ve found an incredible partner with
CHOC Children’s, where breakthrough genomic
research and individualized clinical care will
move us closer to closer to closer  a world where no child dies of
cancer,” says John Krafcik, president and CEO
of Hyundai Motor America.

 Sender’s idea is built on the field of genomic
medicine, which came into being just over a
decade ago when work began to map the first
two human genomes. The human genome, the

entirety of an organism's hereditary informa-
tion, comprises a sequence of nearly 3 billion
component parts that are organized into DNA
molecules. The international research effort
revealed nature's complete genetic blueprint of
a human being cost $5 billion to complete. In
the years that followed, the price of mapping a
genome plummeted due to research by scien-
tists around the globe. The result, says Sender,
is that the sinking price tag may soon allow for
detailed genetic analysis of individual patients.
While genomic medicine has been used in adult
medicine, Sender determined the time was right
to bring this application of molecular methods
to clinical medicine for pediatric cancer.

 “With the coming together of this genome
project, we may be able to personalize genome
testing to look at the risk factors and see how
we can intervene and help with preventative
medicine for children.  We’ll move beyond just
real basic science —and build on it —while tak-
ing it closer to the patient.” says Sender.

 To do this, Sender will partner with aca-
demic researchers, genomic medicine technol-
ogy leaders, and pharmaceutical companies to
bring the next generation of medicine to the
pediatric cancer population.

 This new partnership with CHOC marks
Hyundai's long-time commitment to finding a
cure for childhood cancer. Since 1998, Hyundai
and its nearly 800 dealers have been dedicated
to raising funds and awareness for childhood
cancer, says Zafar Brooks, Zafar Brooks, Zafar  who leads Hyundai’s
philanthropic division, Hope on Wheels, as

Dr. Leonard Sender, Medical Director Medical Director Medical  of the Hyundai Cancer Institute, left, patient Samya Wareh, and John Krafcik, president
and chief executive officer of Hyundai Motor America. ©Ryan Miller/Capture Imaging
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the director of General Affairs, Government 
Relations, and Diversity Outreach. With this 
gift, Hope on Wheels has committed more than 
$43 million in donations to pediatric cancer re-
search since the program began thirteen years 
ago. Hyundai has donated millions through 
grants that support pediatric cancer and the 
research of specialists who work with children 
with cancer. 
      “There couldn't be a higher calling than 
to help our kids and to invest our resources 
in research for which we think a cure and 
better treatment are on the horizon,” says 
Brooks. “One of our guiding principles and 
values is to be a car company that has a bold 
voice and tries to find innovative solutions 
for communities.”
      Hyundai’s interest in investing in Sender’s 
plan came out of the company’s desire to make 
a significant investment in an idea that will 
make an impact in pediatric cancer, the leading 
cause of death in children. “Dr. Sender has the 
background, the pedigree, and the credentials to 
do this work. And we believe this kind of money 
could serve that goal,” says Brooks.
      “This amount of money and this trust that 
Hyundai has in our ability is the beginning of 
something fantastic at CHOC. How we integrate 
these technologies offers the possibility that the 
percentage of kids who die from cancer will be 
made smaller. It’s a great coming together of two 
Orange County-based organizations,” says Sender.

Illness Brings Together
Two Strong Voices in
Support of CHOC
The Honorary Chair and Chair and Chair  Campaign Child Ambassador
share their thoughts their thoughts their  on the campaign

“CHOC is a community of good people, and
they’re open to anyone and everyone. The first-
class treatment here is amazing. Everyone is
nice and very helpful,” says Tommaso “Tom-
my” Conforti, CHOC Children’s first Campaign
Child Ambassador. But while the extroverted
thirteen-year-old seventh grader may sound
like an experienced pitchman speaking on
behalf on an organization, his personal experi-
ence makes the words take on greater meaning:
Conforti has undergone aggressive treatment at
CHOC twice since 2005 to fight acute lymphatic
leukemia, a cancer of the white blood cells that
attacked his optic nerve.

 Italy-born Conforti is an ongoing patient
at CHOC, working through maintenance treat-
ment and additional chemotherapy, but you
would never know it: A smile regularly fills his
tanned face, he is upbeat and optimistic, and he
has the lively, unconstrained energy of a typical
teenager. “I feel good,” he says. “I play soccer,
I go to school. I have a normal life now because
of the good treatment CHOC provides.”

 “Tommy understands firsthand the need that
there is in the community for a children’s hospi-
tal because of the specialized care he received,”
says Sandy Segerstrom Daniels, honorary chair
for the “Change CHOC, Change the World”
campaign, the comprehensive $125 million fund-
raising effort intended to transform the future
of CHOC. “That’s really what the campaign is
all about—helping children in Orange County.
We’re proud to represent the hospital and
spread the word.”

 Like Conforti, Daniels also has a personal
connection to CHOC: Her granddaughter was
just two days old when she was admitted to
CHOC for emergency for emergency for  care. The granddaughter
has since recovered.

 As partners in promoting the campaign, the
two have become fast friends ever since they
met last May at the new tower’s beam-signing
ceremony that was part of the public launch of
the campaign. At the event, Conforti played a

song on guitar with CHOC music therapist Eric
Mammen, who taught him how to play, bedside,
while Conforti was enduring cancer treatment
in the hospital. After the impressive perfor-
mance, Conforti, ever the creative and funny
teen, approached Daniels and told her she her she her  looked
like pop singer Olivia Newton John, a favorite
of his. They instantly bonded.

 Daniels returned the favor returned the
favor when she presented him with an auto-
graphed picture of Newton John at the recent
CHOC Follies, a yearly song and dance per-
formance that has raised $5 million for CHOC
since its inception thirteen years ago. Daniels,
the Follies cochair, has performed for more than
a decade, and Conforti was on hand to announce
one of the Follies shows. Proceeds from this
year’s Follies will support a radiology waiting
room in the new, state-of-the-art patient care
tower, slated to open in 2013.

 Daniels and Conforti also appeared togeth-
er when she introduced him as the Campaign
Child Ambassador in front of 300 guests at the
“CHOC Cherishes Children” gala in January, an
event that raised nearly $500,000 for the tower.

 While a substantial amount, Daniels and
Conforti realize they are still involved in an
uphill battle for CHOC to meet the critical
fundraising goals of the campaign. “We want
CHOC to be one of the best hospitals in the
U.S.,” says Conforti. “That’s why I like helping
make people aware of the new tower and the
things they can do to help CHOC. That’s impor-
tant for all children.”

 “If you’ve ever known, or been involved with
or had a child that has needed the kind of care
that CHOC can give, then you know why CHOC
is so important to Orange County. It’s that
hands-on experience, and sometimes you can’t
understand it unless you’ve experienced it. It
became personal for me and for Tommy. That’s
why we hope to help CHOC even more, and
we’re thrilled to be involved,” says Daniels.

Sandy Segerstrom Daniels, honorary chair for the “Change CHOC, Change the World” campaign, left,
and Tommaso “Tommy” Conforti, CHOC's Campaign child ambassador
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Top Doctors Come to CHOC  
to Do Revolutionary Work

6

Experts on children’s hospitals understannd
a simple truth: The addition of a single suub-
specialty physician can make all the differrence
in the lives of sick children by filling criticcal
gaps in a hospital’s capabilities.

Due to the shortage of subspecialty docttors,
and the low number of pediatric specialists grad-
uating each year,r,r it's become duly challengiing to
find good recruits. And it’s even more difficuult to
lure established physicians away from succeessful
practices at major hospitals where they are doing
groundbreaking work. Getting one promineent
physician is noteworthy; getting two in a shhort
period of time is nearly alchemic and transffor-r-r
mative in significance.

This is exactly what happened at CHOC Chil-
dren’s with two recent key recruits who havee come
to CHOC to do their revolutionaryryr work: widdely
respected epileptologist Dr.r.r Maryryr Zupanc, wwho is
the medical director of Child Neurology at CCHOC
and director of CHOC’s Pediatric Epilepsy Pro-
gram; and world-renowned urologist Dr.r.r Anttoine
Khouryryr ,y,y the chief of Pediatric Urology at CHHOC
and the UC Irvrvr ine Medical Center.r.r

The successful recruitments were due too the
hospital’s right mix of ingredients, which is giv-
ing CHOC the stature and magnetism to atttract
top talent, says Dr.r.r Maria Minon, CHOC’s viice
president of Medical Afffff airs and chief medi-
ccaall oofffificceerr,,r,rr,r wwhhoo wwaass aaccttiivvee iinn tthhee rreeccrruuiittmmeennt
process. These components—which comprise the
core elements of the “Change CHOC, Change
the WoWoW rld” campaign—include building facili-
ties that are technologically advanced (the new
tower), establishing programs that push forward
academic medical research and training of the
next generation of doctors (the CHOC–UC Irvine
affiliation), and growing endowments that sup-
port the critical acquisition of rare subspecialty
doctors, and fund innovation.

“Our mission and vision are to give children
the best care possible, so we have to attract indi-
viduals like Dr.r.r Khoury and Dr.r.r Zupanc. Bring-
ing them here helps make CHOC a destination
for the care of children, and it shows the kind of
talent CHOC is attracting,” says Minon. “These
individuals are academics, researchers, and doc-

tors who will be able to train more physicians
to provide excellent care and to advance treat-
ments that will help not only the one million
children of Orange County but children in the
rest of the countryryr and beyond.”

Zupanc and Khoury are the ideal “triple-
threat” doctors, specialists who excel in
clinical environments treating patients, in
academic research working toward cures, and
in hospitals and medical schools teaching doc-
tors and students. CHOC’s affiliation with UC
Irvine—which is making major inroads to bring
more medical research capacity to CHOC and
clinical excellence to UC Irvine—was key in
recruiting Zupanc from Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin, in Milwaukee, and Khoury from the
Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto, Canada.

“I’ve always been an academic, so the af-
filiation with UC Irvine was essential for me to
make a commitment to come to CHOC. I am,
first and foremost, an educator,r,r a clinical re-
searcher,r,r and an academician,” says Zupanc.
“If I were going to just be in a private-practice
setting seeing patient after patient, I would
never help to advance the field, and then I
would not be successful. WeWeW have to come up
with new strategies and treatments for chil-
dren,” says Zupanc.

“Now,w,w we have all of UC Irvine open to us,
which is the ideal marriage, and that was very
appealing to me,” says Khoury.y.y “WeWeW ’re building
a foundation that will support research and col-
laboration on the science side. And in doing so,
we become the thought leaders.”

To this end, both Zupanc and Khoury are
heavily involved in research, working closely
with UC Irvine’s exceptional individuals from
engineering, neuroscience, biology,y,y molecular
biology,y,y and other sciences. Zupanc’s research
includes creating innovative ways to treat
epilepsy with surgery in children and in testing
antiepileptic drugs on tissues removed during
surgery to determine if they help the cells func-
tion more normally.y.y

“YoYoY u won’t have a premier pediatric epi-
lepsy program without good clinical, basic,
and translational research. The commitment to

Major recruitments drrive research, advances, and better care

Two Top Recruiting Wins Just Became Three
Joanne P. Starr MD, congenital cardiothoracic surgeon, joins CHOC

research is essential to help thrust CHOC into 
the top tier of children’s hospitals. And that 
will prove invaluable to the children and 
families of Orange County,” says Zupanc.                   
      Khoury is a firm believer in the power of 
research as well. He’s focusing on building re-
placement bladders by using an intestinal lin-
ing sprayed with cells grown on a scaffolding 
of biomaterials. If human trials are authorized 
and prove successful, “This could be a major 
breakthrough and innovation for CHOC,” says 
Khoury. “CHOC would be the first hospital in 
the world where this work is being done.”
      Khoury is also engaged in recruiting pe-
diatric urologists and in starting a fellowship 
program to train more of these specialized doc-
tors. “When good fellows train with physicians 
of prestige, like Dr. Khoury, they want to hang 
around their mentor to continue their influen-
tial work,” says Minon.
      Beyond their research, Zupanc and Khoury 
are actively engaged in building clinical pro-
grams based on their visions and vast years of 
experience—as both had previously built suc-
cessful programs from the ground up. This was 
yet another reason why the physicians were in-
trigued to come to CHOC: They were impressed 
with CHOC’s commitment to build clinical 
centers of excellence by investing in needed 
facilities, equipment, and staff, which will give 
a boost to their practices with new capabilities. 
With the acquisition of these key physicians, 
CHOC has driven a stake into the ground to be 
at the research and clinical forefront of urology 
and epilepsy. They represent an alignment of 
what the community needs and what CHOC 
can deliver, says Minon.
      With all of this new development has come 
great optimism: “I have no doubt that within 
the next five years that CHOC pediatric urol-
ogy will be one of the top programs in the na-
tion—and the top program on the West Coast,” 
says Khoury. “There’s no question: With the 
new tower, the CHOC–UC Irvine affiliation 
and the new state-of-the-art pediatric urology 
outpatient facility we have now—it's really as 
good as it gets.”

In addition to doctors Zupanc and Khoury 
joining CHOC, we are proud to announce that 
internationally respected heart surgeon and 
researcher, Dr. Joanne P. Starr, has joined the 
CHOC Heart Institute. She comes to CHOC 
from Children’s Hospital of New Jersey where
she was director of the cardiac surgery program 
and associate professor at New Jersey Medical 
School at the University of Medicine and Den-
tistry of New Jersey. 
      Board certified in both surgery and thoracic 
surgery, Dr. Starr is a devoted researcher and 

grant-recipient of the American Heart 
Association as coinvestigator of the study, 
“Human Factors and Patient Safety During 
Infant Cardiac Surgery.” In addition, she 
has coauthored more than fifty abstracts and 
manuscripts that have been presented at 
national and international conferences.
      “Outcomes have markedly improved 
over the past twenty years. Our research is no 
longer focused on survival but on other im-
portant outcomes such as neurodevelopment,"
Dr. Starr said.
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These individuals are academics, 
researchers, and doctors who will 
be able to train more physicians 
to provide excellent care and  
to advance treatments that will 
help not only the one million  
children of Orange County but 
children in the rest of the country 
and beyond.”"
—Dr. Maria Minon, CHOC’s Chief Medical Officer

“

Dr. Maria Minon, Minon, left, with Dr. Mary Zupanc and Dr. Antoine Khoury
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Dr. Mustafa Kabeer, a pediatric surgeon at CHOC 
Children’s, works eighty to eighty-five hours per 
week and performs nearly 600 operations a year. Dr. 
Michael Muhonen, CHOC’s director of Neurosurgery, 
rarely has a week that doesn’t include multiple emer-
gency brain surgeries. Dr. Antoine Khoury, chief of 
Pediatric Urology, spends twelve-hour days at CHOC, 
plus teaches at the UC Irvine School of Medicine, 
and directs vital research in the evenings and on 
weekends. For these doctors and many others, 
however, it's not a competition; it's a calling, 
a responsibility and a duty to keep Orange County’s 
children as safe and healthy as possible. 
      “We’re like the policemen, the firemen—always 
standing by and ready. We have to make that kind 
of commitment, to be here to address serious acute 
illness and severe chronic conditions,” says Dr. 
Nick Anas, CHOC’s Medical Director of Pediatric 
Intensive Care.
       CHOC Children’s is at the hub of a regional 
pediatric healthcare system serving the needs of 
two million kids across four counties. With the 
volume and complexity of cases coming at CHOC—
over 200,000 patients a year, with 4,000 inbound 
ambulances and helicopters—more pediatric 
subspecialty doctors are needed. 

“

No children’s hospital 
can ever do the mission 
that it is assigned to do 
unless the community 
gets behind it and helps 
raise money.” "
—Dr. Leonard Sender, Medical Director,    
    Pediatric Oncologist

“

People Make
Greatness
Happen
CHOC’s subspecialty
doctors speak to the need
for endowment funds
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Dr. Mustafa Kabeer, a pediatric surgeon at CHOC 
Children’s, works eighty to eighty-five hours per 
week and performs nearly 600 operations a year. Dr. 
Michael Muhonen, CHOC’s director of Neurosurgery, 
rarely has a week that doesn’t include multiple emer-
gency brain surgeries. Dr. Antoine Khoury, chief of 
Pediatric Urology, spends twelve-hour days at CHOC, 
plus teaches at the UC Irvine School of Medicine, 
and directs vital research in the evenings and on 
weekends. For these doctors and many others, 
however, it's not a competition; it's a calling, 
a responsibility and a duty to keep Orange County’s 
children as safe and healthy as possible. 
      “We’re like the policemen, the firemen—always 
standing by and ready. We have to make that kind 
of commitment, to be here to address serious acute 
illness and severe chronic conditions,” says Dr. 
Nick Anas, CHOC’s Medical Director of Pediatric 
Intensive Care.
       CHOC Children’s is at the hub of a regional 
pediatric healthcare system serving the needs of 
two million kids across four counties. With the 
volume and complexity of cases coming at CHOC—
over 200,000 patients a year, with 4,000 inbound 
ambulances and helicopters—more pediatric 
subspecialty doctors are needed. 

      Unfortunately, nationally there is a very small 
pool of elite subspecialty doctors who dedicate 
their lives to pediatrics, and the entire country 
is competing for that pool, according to Dr. Vijay 
Dhar, medical director of CHOC’s Neonatal Inten-
sive Care Unit. “The U.S. is not producing as many 
specialists as the country needs,” he says.
      “Ever year, there are somewhere between 
twenty-four and thirty-two pediatric surgeons that 
graduate in all of North America—that’s all of 
Canada and all of the U.S. And there are 160 job 
openings in the country. There were 120 job openings 
two years ago,” says Kabeer.
      CHOC must compete to recruit scarce subspe-
cialty doctors against other markets where the 
cost of living is lower than that of Orange County 
and state reimbursements for government-insured 
patients are higher than they are in California. 
Underinsured and uninsured patients have a  
major economic impact on all children’s hospitals—
a factor that is not driven just by the need to treat 
the poor. Even families with private insurance, 
whose children suffer from chronic disorders, often 
hit the limit of their healthcare plans in just one 
year of care. With their insurance benefits exhausted, 

these families find themselves in the same category as 
many of the patients at children’s hospitals—they 
must rely on state funding, which pays a small 
percentage of the total bill for care.
      “When so many patients are on government 
aid—very close to free care—it’s difficult to recruit 
physicians as they are faced with the reality of 
making government wages. The reimbursement is 
extremely low making it difficult for some pediatric 
subspecialty fields to survive” says Muhonen.            
      To break this cycle, CHOC Children’s actively 
engages state politicians to help them understand 
the unique economic pressures on children’s hospi-
tals. In addition, CHOC must do what other leading 
children’s hospitals have done—raise a substantial 
endowment to supplement the funds available to 
attract top physicians. The average endowment of 
leading children’s hospitals in the U.S. is $265 mil-
lion (average age, 111 years old). At just over forty-
five years old, CHOC Children’s is striving for great-
ness while constrained by an endowment that is only 
five percent of this benchmark. It is a young hospital 
in a young county, “My hope is that we can convince 
people that there is nothing more important they can 
do than to raise funds to keep a children’s hospital 

going and help us fight this battle against serious 
pediatric diseases” says Leonard Sender, MD, 
medical director and a pediatric oncologist.
      With the construction of CHOC’s new state-
of-the-art tower and its educational and research 
affiliation with UC Irvine, a healthy endowment is the 
final ingredient necessary to draw top talent. Income 
from endowments helps CHOC attract doctors who 
are clinical, research, and teaching stars—the kind of 
physicians prepared to address the complex cases the 
hospital faces, and leverage the experience to make 
critical advances toward the cure of pediatric diseases.
      “With good people come discoveries,” says 
Khoury. “Through research and clinical trials, sup-
ported by advanced medical technology, we make 
breakthroughs that improve the prognosis and out-
comes for patients.” 
      What ultimately makes CHOC great are its 
people: “The jewel is right here. It’s in front of our 
eyes. It’s the people who work here. It’s the human 
capital,” says Kabeer.

The jewel is right here. 
It’s in front of our eyes. 
It’s the people who 
work here. It’s the 
human capital.”"  
—Dr. Mustafa Kabeer, Pediatric Surgeon

“

With good people come 
discoveries. Through  
research and clini-
cal trials, supported 
by advanced medical 
technology, we make 
breakthroughs that  
improve the prognosis 
and outcomes for  
patients.”
—Dr. Antoine Khoury,  
    Chief of Pediatric Urology

“

Scenes from Vigilance, a mini-documentary film shot
in the hospital. The film captures the raw energy and
urgency of the doctors' work at CHOC. In Vigilance,
CHOC doctors explain the need for an endowment
to support their ability to meet the critical care
needs of the children and families of Orange County.
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Thank you to those who have boldly 
said, “I am for children!”
CHOC Children's Foundation thanks these individuals and organizations
for their generosity in supporting quality pediatric care in our community

George T. Pfleger Foundation
Dr. John and Paula German
Give Blood Play Hockey
Glass Slipper Guild
GMAC—Financial Services
Jim and Sharon Goodwin
Grace Whisler Trust
Grand Prix Foundation of Long Beach, Inc.
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos 
    Society, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. John Greene
Bill and Chris Griffith
Guess, Inc.
Guess? Foundation
Emile and Dina Haddad
Tod and Candy Hammeras
Lula and Dick Hatfield
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haugan
Mark and Victoria Headland
The HealthCare Foundation 
    for Orange County
Heart of CAbi Foundation
Henry L. Guenther Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Harry N. Herbert
Mr. John C. Herklotz
Nora and Charles Hester
Hester Family Foundation
Edith and Kenneth Heuler
The Hicks Family
Hill Brothers Chemical Company
Brian and Lori Hirth
Magdelene and Joyal Hobson
Bill Holmes
Howard A. and Shirley V. Jones 
    Family Foundation
Hugs From Shaun
IHOP Corp.
JACOBS
Joerger Family Charitable Foundation
Yvonne and Damien Jordan

$25,000,000+Leadership Donors  
   (a gift or pledge of $25,000,000  
   or more from 7/1/2007—4/15/2011)

Robert L. Tidwell

$10,000,000—$24,999,999 
   Leadership Donors 
   (a gift or pledge of $10,000,000—
   $24,999,999 from 7/1/2007—4/15/2011)
Hyundai Motor America

$1,000,000—$9,999,999  
   Leadership Donors (a gift or pledge  
   of $1,000,000—$9,999,999 
   from 7/1/2007—4/15/2011)
Argyros Family Foundation
CHOC Follies Cast
John and Sandy Daniels
Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian
Estate of Lars and Sophie Holmquist
Jack & Jill Guild
Robert M. and Diana Leaverton Family
Harold and Henrietta C. Lee
Kathryn T. McCarty
Members & Employees of Costco Wholesale
Pediatric Subspecialty Faculty

$10,000—$999,999 
    Campaign Donors 
    (a gift or pledge of $10,000— 
    $999,999 from 7/1/2007—4/15/2011)
Anonymous (7)
5LINX Enterprises, Inc.
A. Gary Anderson Family Foundation
ACE Hardware Corp.
ACRA Aerospace, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Adams
Advanced Ground Systems 
    Engineering Corporation
Andrei Olenicoff Memorial Foundation
Annenberg Foundation
Asthma & Allergy Foundation of America
Mr. and Mrs. Sam M. Auriemma
Marilyn and Don Bailey
Don and Linda Bailey
The Bandai Foundation
Mary Lee and William H. Beck
Tom Beeghly
Black & Decker® Hardware 
    & Home Improvement Group
Dana and James Bledsoe
Bledsoe Masonry, Inc.
Blizzard Entertainment
Blockbuster, Inc.
Bob Evans Farms, Inc.
Bob Rope Cancer Foundation
Peter Bonderoff
Boston Scientific Corporation
BP West Coast Products, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas N. Braly
Brea Crog Association
Christine Bren, Psy.D.
Broadcom Corporation
Broadcom Foundation
Lucille Brown
Brown Family Trust
George Burgess
The Scott & Jody Burnham Family
Mr. and Mrs. Braden G. Butcher
C. J. Segerstrom & Sons
Cable Family Foundation
The California Wellness Foundation
Donald W. Callender Family Trust
Chris and Missy Callero
CalOptima
Pauline G. Campbell

Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Cancellieri
The Capital Group Companies
The Capital Group Companies 
    Charitable Foundation
Capparelli Contracting Co., Inc.
Carl E. Wynn Foundation
The Carpenter Family
Chapman University
Chisick Family Foundation
CHOC Children’s Associate Giving Campaign
CHOC/P.S.F. Research 
    & Education Foundation
Christian Kingdom Fund, LLC
Cinderella Guild
Citizens Business Bank
Jerry Clark
Clear Channel Worldwide
Coast Iron & Steel Co.
Mr. Adam S. Cohen
Ms. Heidi S. Cohen
Tracy Cole
Jon and Teresa Conk
Conzelman Family Trust
CO-OP Financial Services
Doris Covelli-Kreitz
Cox Communications/Cox Cares
The Crean Foundation
Mr. Jim Crebbin
Credit Union Miracle Day, Inc.
Credit Unions for Kids
Kimberly and Glenn Cripe
Crown Ace Hardware
Dairy Queen OC Market
Ms. Marleen Darras
Lindsay Davenport
Janet Davidson and Richard Plat
Mr. Bruce Davis
Dean and Gerda Koontz Foundation
Dhont Family Foundation
Mr. Antonio Di Giorgio

Disney VoluntEARS Community Fund
Disneyland® Resort
DLE Equipment, Inc.
The Don Yoder Foundation
Down Syndrome Association 
    of Orange County
Maureen C. Downes, MD
Downey-Short Foundation
May A. Dudley
Eagle Community Credit Union
Edison High School
The Edwards Lifesciences Fund
Elerding Family Foundation
The Elghanayan Family
Ellas Properties Incorporated
EMSOC−Emergency Medicine Specialists 
    of Orange County
Bob and Mary Jane Engman
Evan Evans
Experian
F. Gavina & Sons, Inc.
Mr. Kenneth E. Fait
Niloofar and Bahman Fakhimi
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Feltch
Fire Safety First
FKP Architects, Inc.
Flatiron West, Inc.
The Folli Family
Ms. Anita R. Fox
Fry Family Foundation
Monica and Chris Furman
The Gardner Grout Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Garn
Mr. and Mrs. Owen B. Garrett
Anne and Kel Geddes
Mr. and Mrs. David Gelbaum
Gemini Resources, Marybelle 
    and Sebastian Paul Musco
The George and Jean Rothschild 
    Family Foundation
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CHOC Named One of the Best 
Children’s Hospitals by U.S. 
News & World Report (2011–2012)
CHOC Children’s has been ranked in eight specialties in 
U.S. News Media Group’s Best Children’s Hospitals rankings. 
With more than 200 children's hospitals in the nation, these 
top rankings place CHOC Children's among an elite group. 
The new rankings recognize the top 50 children’s hospitals 
in 10 specialties. 
      “We salute CHOC Children’s,” said Health Rankings Editor 
Avery Comarow. “The goal of the Best Children’s Hospitals 
rankings is to call attention to pediatric centers with the 
expertise to help the sickest kids, and CHOC Children’s is 
one of those centers.”
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Campaign 
Progress
Progress to Date (as of July 31, 2011)

Campaign Goal $125 million

Total Campaign Funds Raised to Date 

$96,299,592

11

23%
Campaign Funds 
Needed:
$28,700,408

Campaign Funds 
Raised to Date:
$96,299,592

77%

George T. Pfleger Foundation
Dr. John and Paula German
Give Blood Play Hockey
Glass Slipper Guild
GMAC—Financial Services
Jim and Sharon Goodwin
Grace Whisler Trust
Grand Prix Foundation of Long Beach, Inc.
Greek Orthodox Ladies Philoptochos 
    Society, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. John Greene
Bill and Chris Griffith
Guess, Inc.
Guess? Foundation
Emile and Dina Haddad
Tod and Candy Hammeras
Lula and Dick Hatfield
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Haugan
Mark and Victoria Headland
The HealthCare Foundation 
    for Orange County
Heart of CAbi Foundation
Henry L. Guenther Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Harry N. Herbert
Mr. John C. Herklotz
Nora and Charles Hester
Hester Family Foundation
Edith and Kenneth Heuler
The Hicks Family
Hill Brothers Chemical Company
Brian and Lori Hirth
Magdelene and Joyal Hobson
Bill Holmes
Howard A. and Shirley V. Jones 
    Family Foundation
Hugs From Shaun
IHOP Corp.
JACOBS
Joerger Family Charitable Foundation
Yvonne and Damien Jordan

James Judge, Jr.
Maria and Ali Kabeer
The Karl Kirchgessner Foundation
Frank and Susie Kavanaugh
Alireza Kavianian, MD
Mr. Ken A. Kazarian
Dr. and Mrs. L. Frank Kellogg
Kenneth A. Lester Family Foundation
The Kenneth T. and Eileen L. Norris Foundation
Kia Motors America, Inc.
Kiewit Pacific Co.
Jenny and William Klein
Donald and Lillian Kocher
Kohl's Department Stores
Mary Jo Kratz
Kwikset Corporation
Lamp Lighter Guild
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Landstrom
Jan and David Lansing
Ms. Emery Ledger
Delphine Lee and Ron Ainsworth
Esther Leider
Dr. Chad Lieber and Mrs. Tanya Lieber
The Linden Family Foundation
Littlest Angel Guild
Mr. and Mrs. George Logan
Lon V. Smith Foundation
Los Niños Guild
Bill and Ruth Loudon
Phil and Mary Lyons
Heather and Jim Madden
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Maniaci
Mr. and Mrs. Rich Manor
Marian and Pink Happ Fund
Mark Roberts Christmas Magic
Marriott International, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin C. Martin
Massiah Foundation Inc.
MassMutual Financial Group
Master Lee's Talium Taekwondo
Debra, Mark, Marissa 
    and Caitlin Mathias
Mr. Richard K. Matros 
    and Dr. Adrienne B. Matros
The McBeth Foundation
McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.
Karen McCulley
W. Scott and Jenni McCullum
Annie and Martin McDonald
Cindy and Ron McMackin
The Medtronic Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Craig H. Millet
Dian and John Milton
Mimi's Cafe
Maria E. Minon, MD
Mark E. Minyard
Miracles for Kids

Mitsubishi Materials U.S.A. 
    Corporation
Money Mailer, LLC
Darlene M. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Moreno
Eugene and Ruth Ann Moriarty
The Morgan Le Fay Air Dreams
MPS1 Research Foundation
Muhonen Family
Jon and Melinda Muller
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Murray
Murray Company
Music for a Cure, Inc.
Dorothy Ruth Myers Trust
Dagmar Nannfeldt
Ollivia and Cristian Nguyen
The Nicholas Endowment
Matthew Niedzwiecki
Nordstrom
O. L. Halsell Foundation
OC Mazda
OC Shoot for the Cure, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin O’Neil
Orange County Community Foundation
Orange County's Credit Union
Mr. Griffin Ordway 
    and Mrs. Yulia Vasilieva
William and Pamela Overfelt
Pacific High Reach
Mrs. Dorothy M. Palmer
Pan Pacific Plumbing
Panda Restaurant Group, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Patton
Paul and Evelyn Wickman 
    Revocable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Peykoff
Sherry and John Phelan
The PIMCO Foundation
Porsche Club of America 
    Orange Coast Region
Premier
Principal Capital Group
Ruth A. Pruitt
Queen of Hearts Guild
Quest Diagnostics Foundation
Ralphs/Food 4 Less
Rapport Family Trust
RE/MAX California and Hawaii Region
RE/Max Tiffany Real Estate 
    and RE/Max Realty Center
Margaret Austrem Reed
Ruth Reich
Mr. and Mrs. James H. Reinhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Donald P. Ressler
The Richard and Elizabeth Steele Fund
Ridings Family Trust
Rite Aid Corporation
RJT Compuquest, Inc.

CHOC Named One of the Best 
Children’s Hospitals by U.S. 
News & World Report (2011–2012)

Marilyn Hester Robbins 
    and William Robbins
Robert and Helga Pralle Family 
    Foundation
Jim and Janet Rome
Mr. and Mrs. Waldo Romero
The Ronald M. Simon 
    Family Foundation
Ronald McDonald House 
    of Orange County
Carmen and Tanya Rosborough
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel R. Rosenfeld
Rothschild Family Foundation
Marshall Rowen, MD
Stan and Beth Rowett
Parviz and Monireh Safaei
The Samueli Foundation
Schaller Anderson, Inc.
Schaller Anderson, LLC
Kerri and Andrew Schiller
Schools First Federal Credit Union
Schuff Steel Company
Catherine A. Scrafield
Seagull Golf Classic honoring 
    Amber McCall and Kaitlyn Santala
Ms. Sally E. Segerstrom
Evelyn and David Simon
Simon Foundation for 
    Education and Housing
Singgod Foundation
Small World Guild
Mr. Shaffer Smith
Soccer For Hope
Society For The Promotion of 
    Japanese Animation/Anime Expo
Nancy Sommerville
South Coast Air Quality 
    Management District
South Coast Plaza
Southland Children’s Foundation
Mrs. Margaret L. Sprague
St. Jude Medical
STAND Together In The Fight
State Farm Insurance
The Stearns Family 
    Charitable Foundation
Ms. Gwen Stefani 
    and Mr. Gavin Rossdale
Mark and Dinah Stevens
Stew and Vera McDonald Unitrust
Lee and Sue Stewart
Stremicks Heritage Foods, LLC
Marni and Dave Sugden
Suzanne & Ralph Stern
Jim and Susan Swenson
The Swinerton Foundation
Luther E. Swink
Systems and Software Enterprises, Inc.

Mr. Larry Thacker 
    and Ms. Donna Nestor
Virginia and Thomas Thompson
Harold and Joyce Thurber
Tinkerbell Guild
The Torch Relay for Children’s  
    Miracle Network Hospitals
Total Environmental Management, Inc.
Tour de Kids Team USA
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.
Troy High School
Estate of Margaret M. Turnier
Tustin Toyota
UniHealth Foundation
United Way of Orange County
University of California, Irvine
Van Smack, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Vegh
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Vierling
The Walden W. 
    and Jean Young Shaw Foundation
Walmart and Sam’s Club
Waltmar Foundation
Weingart Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin A. Weiss
Wells Fargo Bank
Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
Wescom Credit Union
West Coast University
Wilder Family Trust
The Wilder Foundation
William and Lorraine McCune 
    Family Foundation
William and Mildred Curtis
Arabella C. Williams
WPO (hwoopo’) Business Solutions
Paul Yost, MD
Adrian Young
Young Presidents’ Organization 
    California SW Chapter
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